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AUBOURN to CAYTHORPE 

(11½ or 13 miles) 

Walk Outline: 

The second leg of the walk begins in the grounds of the 16th century residence 
occupied by the Nevile family and on through the grounds to the recently 
planted Sibsey Wood of 1800 trees and yet another ‘steeple peeping in the 
stretching sky’. 
 
Pass the spire without a church and after the weir on the River Witham your 

route will take you across the low fields not far from the twists and turns of 

the river to Bassingham with its multiplicity of lanes and the curiously named 

jetties, on through Carlton le Moorland with a favourite 16th century pub and 

then over the flat land to Brant Broughton.  Finally, up to the key village of 

Caythorpe, lying just below the cliff with its choice of shops, pubs and an 

eccentric church with its swollen steeple looking rather like a space-ship ready 

for take-off.  Between Brant Broughton and Caythorpe the conditions 

underfoot can be very difficult during the winter. (An all-weather route has 

been suggested which will add at least another 1½ miles to the journey. See 

end of this section) 

Distance:  11½ or 13 miles 

Time:  5½ hours or 6 hours 

OS Maps: Explorer 272 Lincoln: 25,000:1:  2½ inches to 1 mile 

Starting Place: Harmston Road, Aubourn. Map Ref: SK 927 627 

Finishing Place: Near St Vincent’s Church, Caythorpe. Map Ref:  

SK 939 485 

Parking:  No off-road parking in Aubourn.  Suggested alternative: Moor 

Lane, Aubourn on grass verge. 

 At Caythorpe just beyond St Vincent’s Church down Old 

London Road by village sports ground.  
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Items of Interest: 

Aubourn 

Woods on Your Doorstep Scheme. The 5-acre site called Sibsey Wood was 
given to the Woodland Trust by the Nevile Estate.  In February 2000, 

volunteers at a Community Planting Event planted 1800 trees, including oak, 

ash, birch and field maple. Giant sequoia trees have been planted in a circle 

around the central glade and wide rides have been left unplanted. The 

Millennium Features of the wood are a yew tree that has been planted at the 

north eastern tip of the site, the giant sequoia and the twelve apple trees 

planted by the Nevile family near to the entrance on Bridge Road. With the 

help of some Lincoln Group Ramblers, the author of this book planted eighty 

oak trees for his eightieth birthday with the proviso that if Lincoln Cathedral 

needed any timber two hundred years hence, then they could have Brett 

Collier’s Aubourn oaks. 

Bassingham 

Behind the large Methodist Chapel along Chapel Jetty there is a Heritage Room 
with a fascinating display of memorabilia that is well worth a visit.  Please sign 

the visitors book if you do so. Bassingham is a large village with innumerable 

footways and a general store. The street named Torgate is derived from the 

local word for flax – ‘tor’ or ‘taw’.  Flax was much grown around here in the 

18th century.  Throughout the village there are some wood sculptures and my 

own favourite is the bull on the green carved into a seat. A good photographic 

stop!  There are two pubs in the village although only the one in the High 

Street does meals. 

Carlton-le-Moorland  

A red brick village with some recent additions of rather grand modern houses.  

The church in its quiet setting was rebuilt in Elizabethan times.  If you are in 

the vicinity of The White Hart pub next to the church and directly on your 

route during opening hours, it is well worth having a break for a meal or some 

liquid refreshment. 
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Brant Broughton 

The village has a broad main street lined with many attractive houses, a pub 

and a splendid 14th century church with a chancel glass designed and made by 

a former rector.  There is a Friends Meeting House in the village supported by 

an old established Quaker community. 

Caythorpe 

As you approach the village there is a late Georgian hall in the park on your 

left.  The main street has a number of attractive houses, shops and a choice of 

pubs. The crocketed spire of the church stands at 156 feet but the original 14th 

century spire was higher until struck by lightning.  There is a beautiful church 

at one end and a manor house at the other.  The church spire vaguely reminds 

one of a space rocket ready for take-off. 

Route Description 

At junction of Chapel Lane, Harmston Road and Royal Oak Lane turn 

LEFT for 30 yards to FP sign and gate on right across road. Enter, pass 

paddock on right, 3-way FP* sign on left then CONTINUE to gate into field.  

Turn LEFT along field edge to gate with recently built houses on the left.  At 

the next gate PROCEED with hedge on the left and at gate in the hedge, enter 

into the newly planted Sibsey Wood to turn RIGHT after reading the pleasing 

sign ‘Woods on your Doorstep’.  You are welcome to walk here at any time. 

Follow the wide ride passing a bench dedicated to the book’s author as well as 

a small commemoration plaque on the right. On reaching the entrance pass 

through the gate, cross the road and turn RIGHT to signposted path and gate 

just before a redundant modern primary school (FP9). Aim DIAGONALLY 

LEFT to far field corner and gate to continue on the same line to the left corner 

of the next field and road. Turn IMMEDIATELY RIGHT down the Byway and 

proceed along this hedge-lined path as far as the River Witham and a weir.  Do 

not use the river bank but turn LEFT on waysigned FP 10 across to a 

footbridge in the hedge about 160 yards from the river bank.  Continue across 

the second field in the same direction to cross a footbridge, after a line of trees.  

Bear SLIGHTLY RIGHT in the third field to a footpath sign in a mature  
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boundary hedge. Continue in the same direction to reach another footpath sign 

and footbridge through the hedge.  Cross a further 2 fields (5 and 6) through 

waymarked hedge gaps. Walk across field number 7 to reach gate and fence to 

an old ‘ridge and furrow’ grass field. Continue STRAIGHT ACROSS passing 

Witham Farm on your left, continue with hedge on your left, to a metal gate. 

Continue forward to footbridge (RUPP4) between fence on your right and 

hedge on your left, and a cottage on the right on reaching the lane. 

Go STRAIGHT ACROSS the road, through gate and proceed with hedge on 

your left to bridge and gate in corner. Continue to another field gate, 

passing Willow Tree Farm on right, and go down the drive with hedges on 

both sides.  Turn RIGHT down Water Lane, pass Hallfield, continue in same 

direction, at road end follow footpath, bearing right. Walk with hedge on your 

right and fence on your left. Cross a gravel drive and over the footbridge 

directly opposite, then along the narrow path to emerge at the road. Cross 

over to another footpath between houses to yet another road. On the High 

Street, on your left, are shops and the pub that serves meals.  Go STRAIGHT 

OVER to path opposite (Paddy’s Jetty) running between walls and fences, past 

the cemetery on the right and a farmyard on the left.  At the end of the jetty 

turn RIGHT down Bakers Lane and walk to the road at the end to turn LEFT at 

the T-junction (RIGHT if you want to visit the church). 

Leaving the village, ignore left turn and later bridleway sign on the right and 

continue down the road.  After ¼ mile take a clear track on the LEFT hand 

side, known as Gorse Lane with trees and hedge on the left and hedge on the 

right. Ignore the first finger post on the right and continue down the track.  

Where the track narrows turn RIGHT as indicated by the footpath signpost 

(FP8) with mature hedge on the left.  Walk past the disguised telecoms tower 

on the right, keep the hedge on your left and continue along this wide grass 

track.  After 200 yards, at finger post on the left, turn LEFT. (If the path is not 

clearly defined, head to a gap half right beside the prominent tree in the hedge, 

which leads you onto a green lane). Turn LEFT, pass the pond on your left, 

with picnic table on the green and the outskirts of Carlton-le-Moorland ahead.  

An excellent apple stop.         
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On reaching the road at the end of the track go RIGHT, past houses on the 

left and at the next road junction turn LEFT down Broughton Road. In 50 

yards turn RIGHT onto footpath between gardens, go past a cottage named 

Sunnyside and continue forward. After a few twists and turns, you can see the 

White Hart public house ahead and the church and churchyard over on the 

left.  Cross the road and follow Church Lane with the pub on your right and 

church on the left.  Where the road bends to the right proceed STRAIGHT 

AHEAD down narrow public footpath until you reach a lane, almost opposite is 

a finger post.  Cross the road and follow this well-defined path across the field 

to gap in the hedge. Brant Broughton church spire can be seen in the distance.  

Cross a footbridge and continue across the next field to a gap in the hedge and 

another footbridge to bear DIAGONALLY LEFT of large tree. Turn RIGHT along 

field edge, keeping hedge on the left.  Continue along the next field, cross 

another footbridge to emerge onto the track, known as Beltham Hill Lane.  

Turn LEFT for about 200 yards until you reach Brigg Lane and turn RIGHT. At 

the finger post (Grid Ref: SK913 569) on the right of the bridge over Little Syke 

dyke, if the public footpath has been defined over the field, do use it, but if it 

has not been reinstated, continue along the track for some 500 yards to turn 

RIGHT at footpath sign. Where this track bears to the right, a footpath sign 

indicates the line of the foot path across the field that you could have taken.  

Take path ahead, DIAGONALLY LEFT, following power lines through field to 

furthest corner of the field.  Arriving at a bridleway, continue RIGHT keeping 

the stream on the left and following the waymarks for the bridleway. This 

comes to a track still with stream on your left and small plantation of trees 

beyond.  On meeting the lane turn LEFT to walk this quiet byway into Brant 

Broughton. 

On entering the village, continue STRAIGHT AHEAD along West Street.  

When the road bears to the right, passing very attractive cottages on the 

right, cross over to the village hall and take the next road LEFT, Meeting House 

Lane.  Go past Robinson Place on the right and just before the road junction 

ahead, the Friends Meeting House is on the right. This is a Quaker Meeting 

House and another Heritage Room.  The key may be collected from the house 

next door.  There is also a small garden and cemetery in the grounds that is a  
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peaceful spot for a break, after 7 miles walking (from Aubourn). On leaving the 

Meeting House turn RIGHT to walk up to the T-junction and the Main Street.  

The Generous Briton public house across the road serves meals.  Turn RIGHT 

to walk out of the village along the main street, pausing if you have time to 

visit the superb church of St Helen by a footpath on your right. 

‘All Weather Route’                                                                                                         

 If you decide to take the ‘All Weather Route’ see Section 8a page 26 

Main Route:  

Continue along the main road, passing a pretty stream named Sand Beck on 

the right and the Fire station until you reach the busy A17.  Turn LEFT and just 

after crossing the bridge over the River Brant, cross this very busy road with 

care and take the signposted FP7, which starts down a wide cemented 

entrance on the right. Continue across the field to a gap in the hedge, with the 

river on the right. Cross over a footbridge (with a waymark pointing ahead 

instead of half Left) and then another field with another footbridge in the 

hedge, with Caythorpe Church spire on the distant horizon, almost exactly 3 
miles away.  This is the correct direction of the path over a third field to a 

hard-concrete standing.  Follow the finger post directions DIAGONALLY across 

the next two fields to a footbridge.  

Cross the bridge and stile then follow the dyke on the left, bearing round to the 

left, and still keeping the dyke on the left. In the corner, cross the stile and 

footbridge, walk DIAGONALLY RIGHT to the left hand edge of the plantation 

and a dyke. Cross this dyke by the footbridge, walk about 20 yards along 

plantation edge, then DIAGONALLY across another arable field until a finger 

post comes into view. At fingerpost, continue in same direction (SE) aiming for 

a gap in the hedge.  The spire of Caythorpe Church may be seen again ahead. 

Go over the footbridge and continue DIAGONALLY LEFT across the field 

aiming for the corner of the field, initially in line with the church spire, then an 

oak tree in the hedge. 
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Arriving at Brant Road, cross directly over to go through BW1 gate, turn 

LEFT and follow field edge keeping hedge on your left and at the finger 

post, where the field suddenly narrows, it points RIGHT across the neck of the 

field and then LEFT, keeping hedge and then trees on the right. Go up the edge 

of the field ahead, keeping the hedge on your right. At the top corner bear 

RIGHT and RIGHT again, keeping the trees on your right.  At the next corner, 

turn LEFT keeping trees and hedges on the right. At the top of the hill and at 

next finger post turn LEFT.  Caythorpe Church spire is over on the right. 

After 250 yards pass TELECOMS tower on the left and at the next fingerpost 

turn RIGHT onto FP2. Caythorpe church spire is over on the right, ahead and 

to the left is Fulbeck church tower, further left along the cliff is Leadenham 

church spire and behind you the spire of Brant Broughton with wonderful 

extensive views as far as the valley of the River Trent.  Follow the footpath 

round to the right keeping the hedge on the left. Caythorpe Hall can be seen on 

the left. The track winds left and right until it meets Gorse Hill Lane.  Bear 

LEFT into Waterloo Road, past the Long House and the Barn, the old Coach 

House, then by Waterloo Close, to bear RIGHT and then LEFT at the Grange.  

You are now in the village with the church and war memorial over on the left 

ahead and your parking place just beyond on the right by the playing field on 

the Old London Road. 

. 
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ALL WEATHER ALTENATIVE ROUTE FROM BRANT BROUGHTON TO 

CAYTHORPE 

Continue along the main road, passing a pretty stream named Sand 

Beck on the right and the Fire station on the right until you reach the 

busy A17.  On arrival at this major trunk road cross with care at road junction 

to the signposted Stragglethorpe Road opposite. Walk along the road for 1000 

yards.  At the sharp right hand bend in the road keep STRAIGHT AHEAD on 

grassy bridleway with fence and grounds of Stragglethorpe Hall on your right.  

Enter field and turn LEFT as waymarked, keeping hedge on left.  Arriving at 

the bank of River Brant turn RIGHT and follow meandering bridleway on the 

bank keeping river on left. 

At cross track turn LEFT over River Brant, then AHEAD on wide grassy 

bridleway keeping deep dyke on left.  Pass bridleway bridge on left (Grid Ref: 

SK 918 517) and continue with dyke on left to end (land bridge). The route 

goes DIAGONALLY RIGHT across the field to the corner, to a wooden way 

marker at the hedge. Join a track coming in from the left.  Follow this with 

hedges on both sides. 

At three way finger post turn LEFT on wide hard track with hedges 

both sides.  Where track turns left to Waterloo Farm continue AHEAD 

on grassy bridleway.  Pass a small plantation on the left. 

Continue AHEAD with thin hedge, dyke and occasional trees on right until you 

arrive at a four way finger post. This is where the shorter direct route crosses 

your bridleway but you continue FORWARD with Fulbeck church tower 

appearing ahead. 

At two way finger post make for the obvious hard track and continue 

FORWARD.  Track bends right between hedges and becomes tarmac lane with 

house and barn conversion right.  Follow lane right then left with hedges both 

sides, pass sewage works on left.  Fulbeck church is now prominent on hill 

half-right. At T-junction turn RIGHT along Bulby Lane.  This is Fulbeck village 

with many interesting stone built properties, an excellent pub, offering 

accommodation, tea rooms and a frequent bus service to Lincoln and 

Grantham. 
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Proceed STRAIGHT AHEAD at cross roads (Rectory Lane left, Ash 

Close right), now with houses left and right.  At next T-junction turn 

LEFT up Scotts Hill, then shortly RIGHT down Washdyke Lane, which you 

follow round to the left with houses both sides. 

At next cross roads (the church and pub is off to your left at the top of High 

Street) turn RIGHT into Sudthorpe Hill, initially down then gently rising 

between hedges bearing RIGHT then LEFT.  At the top of the slope in the Close 

look for footpath waymark at the end of the conifer hedge immediately ahead 

(FP15).  Proceed FORWARD with conifer hedge on right to emerge into a field 

with two-way signpost.  Bear RIGHT to next waymark in hedge up slope across 

field.  Cross dyke on footbridge then turn LEFT on fieldpath (FP2) with hedge 

and dyke left.  (Caythorpe church spire is now visible half right).  Continue 

FORWARD on field path, the spire now appears ahead. 

At four-way sign post turn RIGHT onto track (BW16).  Where track 

turns right to Victoria Farm keep AHEAD on grassy bridleway 

between trees and hedge.  About 50 yards before prominent TELECOMS mast 

on right turn LEFT onto FP2. Caythorpe church spire is over on the right, 

ahead and to the left is Fulbeck church tower, further left along the cliff is 

Leadenham church spire and behind you the spire of Brant Broughton with 

wonderful extensive views as far as the valley of the River Trent.  Follow the 

footpath round to the right keeping the hedge on the left.  Caythorpe Hall can 

be seen on the left. The track winds left and right until it meets Gorse Hill Lane.  

Bear LEFT into Waterloo Road, past the Long House and the Barn, the old 

Coach House, then by Waterloo Close, to bear RIGHT and then LEFT at the 

Grange.  You are now in the village with the church and war memorial over on 

the left ahead and your parking place is just beyond on the right by the playing 

field on the Old London Road. 
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